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Every 25 years, the Catholic Church holds a Jubilee Year. All

members of the global Church family are called to participate.
It is a time to grow in our faith and prayer life; a time too to

re-establish a proper relationship with God, with one another,
and with all creation.

On December 24, 2024, Pope Francis launched the latest
Jubilee. Its theme is Pilgrims of Hope. Catholic schools in
Scotland began their Jubilee celebrations on Friday January
25. The Jubilee closes on the Feast of the Epiphany, January
6, 2026.

During this Jubilee Year, school staff and pupils, along with

their families and parish communities, are asked to remind themselves that Christ, and the
values He taught, are central to who we are and what we do. Following Christ makes us pilgrims
of hope. Below are some ideas of how we can be pilgrims of hope in our schools, communities,
and world.

Through prayer and reflection

® Use the Missio Scotland simple Examen
Prayer to nurture the gifts of gratitude, reflection,
and patience. Patience, Pope Francis says, ‘is both
the daughter of hope and... its firm foundation.’
® Pray the Children’s Jubilee Prayer, written by
CAFOD and Missio.

® Pray the Mission Rosary, nurturing in pupils
an awareness of our unity as children of God and
the hope born from this relationship.

Through care of creation

® Pope Francis writes: “Were we still able to
contemplate creation with a sense of awe, we
might better understand the importance of
patience [and hopel.” Encourage the school
family to reduce, recycle, reuse, and repair items
where possible.

® Encourage the school family to walk, cycle, or
use public transport more. Perhaps initiate a
Walk to school with hope week. Each day could
begin with the children’s Jubilee Prayer.

Through reconciliation

® Reconciliation is an important aspect of a Jubilee Year. Invite your parish priest to lead a short
reconciliation service in school or church. The Sacrament of Reconciliation could be offered to
those pupils who have made their first confession. Invite parents and parishoners to attend.

® Pope Francis identified ‘the first sign of hope’ in ‘the desire for peace in our world.” Perhaps
pupils could pray and reflect on the Holy Father’s words and even write a class letter to your
local MP or Prime Minister urging them to work for peace in our world?

® Encourage pupils to think of ways they can be peacemakers in school, at home, and in their
communities. What virtues, and/or fruits of the Holy Spirit, would help them?
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